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Mastodon

In the Post-Twitter-world there is room for other platforms
to take over the information function and opinion exchange
on an international level. Mastodon has made a good start to
fill this gap. The number of registered users has surpassed
the 10 million users by large. If the anger about the union-
busting and Trump supporter Elon Musk increases further,
more  and  more  people  will  join  Mastodon  as  users  and
content  providers.  Advertisers  will  follow where they can
reach  their  appropriate  audiences.  If  you  sell  seats  on  a
spacecraft to the moon you will advertise on eXit-Twitter. If
you  care  about  responsible  investment  you  advertise  on
elsewhere  or  on  Mastodon,  because  that  is  where  your
audience will be. Ethically responsible advertisers started to
make such moves  already.  The  decentralised  structure  to
potentially filter human rights violating hate messages will
need  to  grow  accordingly  on  this  platform.  This  is  a
challenge  for  all  platforms  and  involves  costs.  To  better
understand the idea behind Mastodon, think of a platform
which connects many other local networks or platforms. Yes,
it is a platform of platforms. Decentralised instances provide
and can remove access to the local  platform. Even whole
sub-platforms  might  be  shut  out.  This  increases  the
potential  to  build  a  “caring  platform”.  Decentralised
organisation  often  incurs  higher  costs  than  a  central
instance  that  decides  and  administers  a  one-size  fits  all
solution. But it is worth a try.
An example makes is more clear, what are the advantages of
such  decentral  organisation  to  achieve  more  shielded
privacy.  For  example,  a  small  local  chess  club  targeting
primarily youth can open its own server on mastodon and
admit only its known members to the network. It is easy to
control who gets access to your posts of solutions to riddles

https://blog.joinmastodon.org/2023/10/annual-report-2022/
https://blog.joinmastodon.org/2023/10/annual-report-2022/
https://schoemann.org/twitter-retreat


or innovative game and learning strategies. Access to other
Mastodon instances is an additional option. For enterprises
or  larger  organisations,  it  needs  the  communication
department to talk to the IT-service to get such a structure
on  its  way.  A  dedicated  person  needs  to  monitor  what
content gets posted and what kind of “traffic” is generated.
But this can largely be automated. In case you know your
members of the local platform it is much less likely to occur
than  on  the  eXit-Twitter  or  other  centralised  huge
international  platforms.
Many federated structures will find it useful and part of their
social-DNA to join the FEDIVERSE. We shall have to wait for
some more time to get the so-called social media platforms
civilised.  These  are  social  investments  and  learning
processes  which  deviate  from  the  profit-maximising
rationale  of  other  platforms.  (Image:  screenshot  from
@ m a s t o d o n - u s e r  o n  2 0 2 3 - 1 1 - 3 0 ) .

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fediverse


Energy Storage

News agent Reuters has published an analysis of the setback
for short peak coverage of electricity by power plants fueled
with  gas.  Conclusion:  economically  no  longer  viable.
Investors  draw  back  even  from  contracts  already  signed.
What is the game changer technology here. Batteries that
store energy just like the batteries of millions of cats that
have  a  storage  capacity  to  supply  energy  for  a  whole
household for more than 2 days. Other giant batteries cost
only half the price compared to 5 years ago equal to $150 per
kwh. In five years solar energy doubled its share of energy
production  to  now  reach  the  same  amount  as  energy
provision by gas.
Reaching  a  critical  turning  point  in  energy  generation,
investors flock to the more profitable medium or long-term
investment. Good news for the planet. Wind and the sun are
all  around us. We have only started to cover roof tops of
office buildings, car parks and other shelters. Start thinking
about your energy storage as of now and reserve a suitable
space for it. Costs are coming down rapidly in a few years or
m a y b e  o n l y  a  f e w  m o n t h s .

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/giant-batteries-drain-economics-gas-power-plants-2023-11-21/
https://schoemann.org/sonnendank
https://schoemann.org/sonnendank




Preference

In societies it is not easy to derive collective preferences of
citizens. Elections every 4 years tell sometimes nothing on
specific  issues  which  were  not  debated  or  of  sufficient
relevance at the time of the election. Dealing with snow and
slippery sidewalks is  hardly an issue at  all.  However,  the
preference to clear roads meticulously rather than bicycle
and pedestrian paths in a dead end road reveals preferences
for „s‘heilig Blechle“ the holy tin box (car) in many cities.
Our orthopedic units in hospitals are crowded at such times
and those costs are hardly attributed to the source of human
negligence for fellow humans. We would expect that aging
societies start to address such topics but little change has
occurred so far. Hence we claim airbags for pedestrians and
cyclists.  Preferences  probably  have  changed  already  but
implementation is slow and faces strong opposition as well.
It’s always easier to lock frail persons into their apartments
at such snowy times. It feels a bit like corona where it was
also easier to restrict mobility for pedestrians and children
than  to  deal  properly  with  the  virus.  Aggregation  of
preferences in societies remains a challenge and sociology
has a lot to offer in this regard.

https://schoemann.org/recht-auf-wohnen




Mating Birds

Mating birds have astonishing capabilities. Some songbirds
can expand areas of their brains during the mating season.
Apparently this helps to outperform other birds in singing
contests. The expansion of the brain in the preparation for
mating is not so much of an interesting phenomenon in view
of the fact of subsequent decline of the capacity. Of course in
human engineering the expansion might be useful and the
hope to repair a damaged brain is worthwhile as well. In a
few years we might know how to expand brain irrespective of
brain functions. The naive hope that we might just sing more
beautifully in preparation for mating is probably misplaced.
While everyone is talking about AI new horizons for HI as
human intelligence or hybrid forms become more feasible.
Meanwhile  we  continue  to  focus  on  our  preparation  for
mating songs. It seems to exercise parts of the brain with the
best intentions in mind. Composers have created fantastic
arias and singers impressed audiences across the globe with
melodies in preparation of mating like the birds. Art is full of
such extraordinary examples. Let’s keep up the preparation
as long as the season lasts and before climate change kicks
in more forcefully. The mating season might be prolonged a
bit, it might be too hot or too wet to prepare for mating as
well.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-03746-4?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=8af5391161-briefing-dy-20231129&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-8af5391161-52041272
https://schoemann.org/barbie-explore


VR to AI to HI



Arms trade

The sustainability of war depends a lot on the availability of
arms. The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) publishes regularly updated data on arms trade. The
report ranks countries who are the most important exporters
as well  as  importers  of  arms (from 2018-2022).  The lists
show  for  exporters  that  the  U.S  has  been  at  the  top  of
exporters with 40% of the global export share followed by
Russia with 16%. France 11%, China 5.2, Germany 4.2 come
next on the list.  Taken together Italy, Spain and the U.K.
reach another 10% jointly of global exports. South Korea and
Israel come in with shares of 2.4 and 2.3 respectively. The
top ten serve allies but also more broadly the world arms
trade and race.  New dynamics  have started to  come into
force. The Russian aggression and war on Ukraine territory
will  have an impact to the extent that Russia is probably
exporting less and shift to a more importing state.
Among the importing countries India is leading the ranking
followed by Saudi Arabia and Qatar. More generally Asia and
the Middle East were the most important buying countries.
Importing  arms  might  be  interpreted  as  an  indicator  of
perceived threat to a country. Long cycles of arms renewal
may also drive statistics of arms trade, but new threats like
cybersecurity and space technology have created new fields
of potential attack and defence.
All  in  all,  yet  another  rationale  attributed  to  Clausewitz
seems to play a role in driving the arms trade. “If you are
perceived to be weak, an enemy will use this to attack”. Well,
this also means that buying arms, producing or importing
them,  could  deter  a  military  aggression.  That  form  of
deterrence of aggression is known from the nuclear arms
race as well. In the realm of conventional weapons, we have
thought, it would no longer apply. We were mistaken in this

https://www.sipri.org/yearbook/2023%5E
https://www.sipri.org/yearbook/2023%5E
https://schoemann.org/clausewitz2


respect. The dividend of peace has come to an end for many
countries. The SIPRI report (2003, summary p.9) shows the
continued rise on the global level of the arms trade. Why are
we so scared of each other? Russia has reverted to imperial
politics  using  conventional  weapons.  Containing  such
disrespect of internal law needs our full attention to avoid a
spreading to other areas. The link of diplomacy and trade
n e e d s  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y .

https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/yb23_summary_en_1.pdf
https://schoemann.org/peace-deal
https://schoemann.org/bidenomics


Sectoral Change

The  long-term  view  of  sectoral  change  in  France,  for
example,  from 1800-2022 (Cagé and Piketty,  2023 p.  128)
allows us to zoom out of our narrow focus of the last few
years of economic change. The decline of agriculture is the
most remarkable. The reduction of employment in industry
and  construction  has  been  an  ongoing  trend  as  well.
Banking,  insurances,  property  and  consulting  have  seen
remarkable  expansion  over  these  years.  Public  services,
security and legal affairs are still on a moderate rise. Other
sectors  like  education,  health,  commerce  and  transport
manage to grow equally.
The merit of the comprehensive volume by Cagé and Piketty
(2023) is that it is thoroughly data driven and based on quite
unique long data series. The data on structural change and
just  the  employment  trends  depicted  below  refocus  our
attention on likely consequences of these changes.
For  the 2  authors we should redirect  our  attention much
more  to  the  implications  of  these  trends  (like  rising
inequality)  on  political  conflicts  and  power  struggles.
Democracies  are  at  risk,  if  we  continue  to  ignore  these
seminal  changes  of  industrial  structures  and  shifts  in
employment.  The  traditional  strongholds  of  trade  unions
and  progressive  forces  in  the  manufacturing  and
construction industries as well as in public transport seem to
have unaccounted implications for our political systems as
well.  The volume by Cagé and Piketty (2023) will  soon be
available in English and reach broader audiences just-in-
time for the European Parliament elections in June 2024.
Particularly the spatial implications and how the neglect to
take into account the fundamental differences between the
rural  development  and  structural  change  needs  urgent
reconsideration. After the time for reading and working with

https://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/une-histoire-du-conflit-politique-julia-cage/9782021454543
https://inequalitylab.world/en/event/book-launch-une-histoire-du-conflit-politique/
https://inequalitylab.world/en/event/book-launch-une-histoire-du-conflit-politique/
https://schoemann.org/ungleichheit
https://schoemann.org/ungleichheit
https://www.alternatives-economiques.fr/capital-ideologie-nouveau-piketty-explique-10-graphes/00090325
https://www.alternatives-economiques.fr/capital-ideologie-nouveau-piketty-explique-10-graphes/00090325
https://www.unehistoireduconflitpolitique.fr/


the  data  (LINK)  is  the  time  for  action  to  preserve  our
European  Dream  of  peace  and  social  development.

https://www.unehistoireduconflitpolitique.fr/
https://imagine4d.de/fr/schuman


Urban Living

Each time I pass by the closed airport in the middle of Berlin
I  am  amazed  by  the  crazy  idea  to  have  built  this  and
maintained  throughout  the  20th  century.  Paris  is
desperately trying to re-naturalize small  areas and roads,
while in Berlin there is now still the huge park to enjoy for
all.  Sports  activities  benefit  the  most.  What  an  amazing
asset in the neighborhoods for so many in need to walk, run
or cycle a bit to keep their exercise level up throughout their
life course. It has still a huge potential to activate people. It
just  needs  a  bit  more  organizations  and  volunteers  to
embrace  the  opportunities.  Only  in  comparison  to  other
cities you realize what an asset this is now. It will remain a
challenge to preserve this centrally located treasure for the
benefit  of  all.  In  Paris  the  deconstruction  of  concrete  is
taking shape and 300 new sites have been identified for re-
naturalization,  as  reported  in  LeMonde.  In  Zurich  green
spaces in the center have been saved and renovated with a
lot of money to allow more people to enjoy the benefits of a
green environment near the city center. The house and park
by architect Le Corbusier is a fine example of this. Image
below. The garden around the house is publicly accessible. As
air pollution is threatening more and more and heating in
cities  is  a  serious  health  threat  we  would  really  like  to
welcome more preservation and re-naturalization in inner
cities.

https://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2023/12/04/le-plan-de-paris-pour-ouvrir-300-nouveaux-hectares-d-espaces-verts-au-public_6203754_3234.html?lmd_medium=al&lmd_campaign=envoye-par-appli&lmd_creation=ios&lmd_source=mail


Le Corbusier house Zurich 2023



Selfie Museum

We have learned that games are not only played for fun. So-
called  serious  games  have  found  their  way  into  health
applications where we might learn while playing a game of
how to integrate more walking into our life in the city. While
walking after work I happened to pass the Selfie Museum in
Zagreb. In fact despite carrying the name of museum it is
more  an  assembly  of  scenarios  in  which  you  can  realize
many selfies in different settings that have been prepared
for that purpose. Hence your production of photo shooting
with yourself as the major character is facilitated and you no
longer have to spend a lot of time on the setups. Call it a
museum and you’ll have more visibility and visitors.

Styles of selfies have changed and shooting very short videos
to post on tiktok is of course easy there. A real threat to huge
and  expensive  cinema  studios  considering  the  enormous
reach some of these selfies can reach. It is a bit like a theatre
with multiple stages for everybody to use at moderate costs.
Before long we shall come to realize the potential for many
more interested in theatre to become actors and directors
themselves.  Democratize  the world  of  theatre  is  the new
social dimension here. Test yourself in another profession
through  playful  interaction.  Test  and  learn  about  other
competencies.  We are  in  the middle  of  the next  wave of
“gameification”  previously  reserved  to  people  ready  to
accept higher risks of likely failure. The young can now take
their parents to the museum and show off their culture and
skills. Intergenerational learning has a new aspect as well.
The  sociology  of  the  virtual  has  another  phenomenon to
evaluate.

https://selfiemuseumzagreb.hr/en/
https://selfiemuseumzagreb.hr/en/
https://schoemann.org/virtual-sociology


Zahgreb 2023-12 Selfie museum



City Museums

Some  city  museums  have  a  difficult  time  to  present  the
richness  of  their  historical  heritage.  Additionally,  the
question of city heritage maybe entangled with a process of
nation  building  and  citizenship  altogether.  The  focus  I
advocate is on the evolution of democracy and the process of
civilisation. The Zagreb City Museum on the top of the hill
comes  pretty  close  to  such  a  perspective  on  history  or
historical perspective. Due to the recent efforts to excavate
remains of the iron age underneath the more recent City
Museum  the  historical  line  of  Zagreb  civilisation  can  be
traced back even longer. The tumuli are worth a whole new
section  in  the  Museum.  The  process  of  civilisation  with
“burying cultures” are more than 2600-3000 years old in
Zagreb.  Democratisation as  a  process  can also be studied
with all its ups and downs over the history of the city and the
Croation  nation  building.  Capitals  and  city  live  play  an
important  driving  force  in  this  process.  Zagreb  has
experienced a bombing of the city centre as recently as 1991
(Banski  Dvora)  and  again  in  1995  (city  of  Zagreb)  in  the
Croatian war of independence.
It is a real pleasure to walk through centuries of historical
evolution beginning with the recent excavation of the iron
age as well as the arts and crafts since the medieval times.
Even passing the horrors of the 2nd world war through the
eyes of  the author  and painter  Cata  Dujsin (image below
from 1944) speak to us even today.
There is no linear process of civilisation which is improving
over time. There have always been backlashes and there will
be. It is even more important to be aware of the continuous
risks to independence and democracy. The current setup of
the  Zagreb City  Museum seems to  focus  on the  Croatian
population  to  remind  them  of  their  great  heritage.  With

https://mgz.hr/en/permanent-display/sto-se-krilo-pod-muzejom,102.html
https://mgz.hr/en/collections/pretpovijesna-arheoloska-zbirka,82.html
https://mgz.hr/en/collections/pretpovijesna-arheoloska-zbirka,82.html
https://mgz.hr/en/exhibitions/zagreb-_-grad-ljudi-zivot,1578.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombing_of_the_Banski_Dvori
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombing_of_the_Banski_Dvori
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zagreb_rocket_attacks
https://mgz.hr/en/collections/memorijalni-centar-raketiranja-zagreba-1991_1995,101.html
https://mgz.hr/en/permanent-display/drugi-svjetski-rat,1141.html


more English and foreign language subtitles and inscriptions
the  example  of  civilisation  and  democracy  will  be  more
accessible for even larger crowds of visitors. The online visit
accessible in English is already an excellent appetiser.
The  City  Museum  is  moving  from  the  internal  Croatian
function more and more to additional external function to
offer learning experiences beyond the Croatian visitors in
this tourist attraction that is internationalising in its work
f o r c e  a t  a  r a p i d  r a t e .

https://mgz.hr/en/permanent-display/drugi-svjetski-rat,1141.html
https://mgz.hr/en/permanent-display/drugi-svjetski-rat,1141.html




Tears mastered

Not  many  authors  find  decent  ways  to  write  about  sad
moments and the mastering of tears. Can we master tears?
Should we even try to? For authors the question poses itself
of a different kind. How do I write about emotions in which a
p e r s o n  b u r s t s  i n  t e a r s  o r  s h e d s  a  s i n g l e  t e a r .

E v e n
mastering tears or the delayed unmastered tears give rise to
ample drama. Have you found a poet or author to whom you
relate through the sorrows s/he expresses? Reading itself is a
process  of  mastering  tears  due  to  the  possibility  to  go
through a wide spread of negative and positive emotions.
Towards the end of her life Cata Dujšin – Ribar wrote a poem
that links to the imagery of the Norwegian poet Jon Fosse.
Thanks to the exposition of her paintings and writing in the
Zagreb  City  Museum  Cata  can  become  known  to  a  wider

https://www.mgz.hr/hr/zbirke/memorijalna-zbirka-dr-ivana-ribara-i-cate-dujsin-ribar,95.html
https://schoemann.org/nobel-literature2023


audience.  
Hardly any traces in the internet of her writings in English
make her even more of a local hero and an early female role
model. The windmills are powered by the nothingness of our
illusions. The beauty of futility is revealed in our dream. She
puts  it  so  much  better.  The  biography  and  work  of  Cata
Dujšin – Ribar summarises to some extent the whole history
and misery of the 20th century beyond the Balkan region in a
few words.

https://www.mgz.hr/hr/zbirke/memorijalna-zbirka-dr-ivana-ribara-i-cate-dujsin-ribar,95.html
https://www.mgz.hr/hr/zbirke/memorijalna-zbirka-dr-ivana-ribara-i-cate-dujsin-ribar,95.html
https://schoemann.org/20th-century-2


Winning Peace

Most analysts of international conflicts deal with winning or
losing a war. At best they deal with short-term versus long-
term versions of winning and losing. However, the question
of how to win or achieve a lasting peace is rarely researched.
Research on the 2nd World War reveal as soon as the turning
point of the war was achieved the preparation of what will
come after defeat. Organising humanitarian relief is part of
warfare. The U.S. has set a good example of how to organise
humanitarian  aid  as  well  as  ensuring  a  lasting  peace  in
Europe after the 2nd World War. Lots of books have been
written on the Marshall Plan to get the economies in Europe
(Western Europe) back to producing. Much less attention has
been devoted to the important element of “de-nazification”
of whole societies.
To  win  peace  after  the  monstruous  crimes  of  the  Nazi-
regime and the millions of followers and ruthless fighters
was a challenge without precedents. The U.S. gave a good
example of how to handle the process of winning peace in
the regions under its military authority. In the following I
shall refer to work published by Christa Horn (1992) “Die
Internierungs- und Arbeitslager in Bayern 1945-1952”. The
Allies had agreed upon to pursue war criminals. In April 1944
the  Supreme  Headquarters  Allied  Expeditionary  Forces
published  the  “Handbook  for  Military  Government  in
Germany”.  It  was  deemed  important  to  detain  “certain
government and party officials and members of police and
para-military formations” (p.17).
Common to  demilitarisation efforts  after  a  war,  it  is  the
primordial function to reduce the risks of a renewed uptake
of  guerilla-like  attacks  due  to  the  amount  of  arms  still
widely  available  or  hidden  on  the  enemy’s  territory.  The
document specified further that the continued presence of

https://schoemann.org/5000-2
https://schoemann.org/5000-2


Nazis in government and other exposed positions “might be
a threat to the security of the Allied Forces or an impediment
to the attainment of the objectives of Military Government
in  Germany”  (Arrest  Categories  Handbook,  P.2).
Denazification was a means to an end. The size of the task
was,  however,  underestimated  at  several  instances.  For
example,  the  organisation  of  the  arrest  and  detention  of
more than 100.000 persons was a difficult task. After the end
of  fighting  the  transition  to  peace  is  not  instantaneous.
Hierarchical  military  and  party  structures  had  to  be
dismantled.  The  so-called  “automatic  arrest”  issued  on
13.4.1945 included all grades from the NSDAP down to the
“Kreisleiter”  or  even  “Ortgruppenleiter”  as  well  as  SS
members and their “Helferinnen” (Horn, 1992 p.21). These
arrests without judicial procedures came under critic as not-
American in the U.S., but it took until 10.10.1948 to abandon
this procedure. The literature on the issue refers more to the
lack of adequate judicial procedures to handle such so many
legal  procedures  with  qualified  persons  as  well  as  the
difficulty  to  organise  detention  camps  for  more  than  a
hundred  thousand  persons  that  should  deserve  to  be
prosecuted. Handing over to the national or regional judicial
instances  was,  therefore,  an  important  step.  The  risk  to
abandon the process of “denazification” was evident, but it
was  equally  important  to  counter  the  expansion  of  the
Russian-domination in Eastern Europe with the help of a
strengthened Western Europe. Winning peace is a delicate
balance of prosecution through the winners of the war and
the subsequent prosecution of criminal actions through the
indigenous population and its new institutional and judicial
setup.
Social Sciences have a lot of solid insights to offer to win
peace. With careful consideration they are helpful to learn
from even for current international affairs and raging wars.
Demilitarisation  is  only  a  small  part  of  winning  peace.
Changing  mind  sets  to  internalise  humanitarian  values

https://schoemann.org/bauer
https://schoemann.org/5000-2
https://schoemann.org/biogr1
https://schoemann.org/biogr1
https://schoemann.org/5000-2
https://schoemann.org/5000-2


remains the biggest challenge and involves more than one
g e n e r a t i o n .

https://schoemann.org/biogr1
https://schoemann.org/biogr1


Finding Peace

In international conflicts it the task of diplomacy to find or
negotiate peace agreements. Monitoring of the evolution and
progress  is  part  of  the  deal.  For  societies  internally  it  is
equally important to find peace again. Totalitarian regimes
are  characterized  by  terror  and  intimidation  of  its  own
citizens.  This  holds  true  today  as  much  as  in  the  past.
Finding peace, however, necessitates to prosecute criminals
and this irrespective of their previous or current status in
society. The American authorities after the 2nd world war
have held more than ten thousand prisoners due to their
commanding  functions  in  the  NS-time.  After  3  years  of
imprisonment and attempts of so-called re-education the
evaluation of the results were of very modest success. Most
prisoners  would  find  excuses  rather  than  admit  to  their
participation in the killing machine of the Nazi throughout
Europe and over more than a decade.

The study by Christa Horn (1992) “Die Internierungs- und
Arbeitslager  in  Bayern  1945-1952”  comes  to  the  same
sobering conclusion (p. 127 extract below). This bears the
danger  that  the  totalitarian  ideology  continues  to  have
supporters and even the transmission to other generations
might  be  attempted.  This  highlights  the  importance  of
reconciliation in the lengthy process of finding peace. It far
from  easy  to  resolve  who  is  guilty  and  of  what.  The
Americans  started  the  process  before  handing  over
responsibility to the regional judicial system. More than 75
years  after  1945  we still  have to  name and insist  on the
criminal behavior of the totalitarian regime with millions of
party officials and even more followers. Finding peace is a
protracted  process  if  not  a  struggle  that  involves  3  and
m a y b e  4  g e n e r a t i o n s  b y  n o w .

https://schoemann.org/winning-peace
https://schoemann.org/winning-peace
https://schoemann.org/5000-2
https://schoemann.org/5000-2




Mobility Concept

Berlin has an exceptional chance to rethink mobility in the
city as new modes of transport arise. Just as the bicycle paths
have been expanded over the last decade there more options
to reach your destination. For the vast majority of moves in
the city the “decision tree” has grown new branches. We
start to change habits to consider (1) walking (2) bicycle (3)
roller (4) public transport and (5) cars (electric and sharing or
still owned). Multi-modality (Jelbi) in Berlin figures out the
best combination for you getting from A to B. Other hybrid
forms of transport start their entry in the big cities.
The last hybrid form that soon will claim an entry into the
Deutsches Technikmuseum in Berlin is the hybrid version
between a bicycle and a car. The Hopper has a permission as
a bicycle. It is allowed to use bicycle tracks and therefore has
an advantage on the “last mile”. At the same time, it feels
more like sitting in a car and a 2nd person behind you, 2
children  and/or  luggage  or  shopping  bags.  These  hybrid
forms manage to combine advantages of both original modes
of transport. You may feel more safe, dry and visible on the
roads like in a car, but you are not travelling at more than
25km/h.  Cyclist  might  not  be  to  keen  to  have  a  big
competitor on their limited cycle space.
Legally the Hopper would need to take the cycle path even if
the road would be empty, but there are many cyclists on the
cycle path. This is a good reminder of the societal and legal
issues involved in new technological solutions. Acceptability
of another competitor for space in the city has to be earned.
Legality has to be tested and laws interpreted, whether the
hybrid form falls in one or the other pre-existing category.
Otherwise,  the  legislator  has  to  establish  a  new category
altogether,  but  this  is  the  very  lengthy  procedure.  Two
bicycle wheels in front and one motorbike-like wheel in the

https://www.jelbi.de/
https://hopper-mobility.com/das-unternehmen/
https://hopper-mobility.com/das-unternehmen/


back make 2/3 bicycle and 1/3 moped.
With  a  stronger  electric  support,  the  bicycle  becomes  a
pedelec and can go faster, has to use roads and is insurable
against accidents. The options grow. We are likely to witness
more innovation and options in the world of mobility. The
proof of concept has been achieved. Finding a market for the
hybrid mode of transport is another challenge. Competition
and lobbying are fierce in this world of mobility as well.

https://schoemann.org/mobility-concept/bic2


https://schoemann.org/mobility-concept/bic3
https://schoemann.org/mobility-concept/bic1


Only for Kids

We all  have, hopefully,  fond memories of children books.
Sometimes authors are not so keen to tell that they are just
writing books for children. This is  often present in many
biographies of authors of books for children. This is grossly
unfair. Not only is the book market for children’s books one
of the best- selling part of literature, but there are lots of
interesting collaborations between authors and illustrators.
Most  books  are  expensive  to  produce,  particularly  if,
additionally, translations are needed to reach more children
and  their  parents.  For  small  countries  this  might  be  a
barrier.  The  Scandinavian  countries  have  a  tradition  to
translate  and  publish  some  selected  children’s  books  in
multiple Scandinavian languages and beyond. Therefore, it is
no  surprise  to  find  a  children’s  book  entitled  “Kant”  by
Norwegian author Jon Fosse, illustrator Roj Friberg with the
text translated into Swedish and published by the Danish
Editor Carlsen, all in 1990.
The illustrations allow to  understand the “bilderbok med
text av Jon Fosse” using an enlightening imaginative visual
language. From the cover already It is clear we deal with the
universe and endless open space. There are black holes in it
as  well.  Jon  Fosse  deals  with  “möjliga  och  omöjliga”,
possibilities and impossibilities. Tackling such philosophical
questions with children needs the best authors to address
these issues. How to speak of the unspeakable, things we
have hardly any words for remains a challenge. Relating to
the world of dreams, appealing to children and their parents,
does the trick. After all, you just need to close your eyes and
you start to travel the universe and make lots of exciting
encounters. The book has no page numbers, interesting. The
image below is from page 25, just as an appetizer.
For more insights of how to deal with “nothingness” I refer

https://schoemann.org/ukrainebook-fair
https://schoemann.org/nobel-literature2023
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27845506-kant
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27845506-kant


to Friedrich C. Heller (2020) “Towards nothingness. Ideen
der  Reduktion  in  zeitgenössischen  Bilderbüchern”  (in
Benner  et  al.  editors  2020).  Susan  Sontag  (2005)  „die
Ästhetik der Stille” (in Eugen Blume 2005, editor) will also
help us along on the subject of stillness and minimalism.
Maybe  it  is  these  essentials  we  should  talk  more  about
especially with our kids.
To continue the exploration of space and stillness just go to
the  webpage  of  the  hubble  telescope  or  the  James  Webb
Space Telescope. The journey of your dreams will be hard to
s t o p .

https://verlag.koenigshausen-neumann.de/product/9783826067990-schauplatz-der-kuenste/
https://hubblesite.org/
https://esahubble.org/images/archive/category/jwst/
https://esahubble.org/images/archive/category/jwst/




Technik Museum

Wir müssen die preisgekrönten Bauprojekte von Berlin nicht
alle mögen. Die „schwangere Auster“ (Haus der Kulturen der
Welt) war anfangs auch nicht beliebt,  aber trotz Einsturz,
haben wir sie lieben gelernt. Neben die Neue Nationalgalerie
geplant  von  Mies  van  der  Rohe  und  der  Berliner
Philharmonie  von  Hans  Scharoun  reiht  sich  bald  die
sogenannte  „Scheune“.  Ja  ,eine  multifunktionelle
Verbindung der Museen ist im Bau. Nicht viel weiter werden
wir vielleicht schon bald wieder eine kleine Erinnerung an
die  Berliner  Mauer  bestaunen  können.  Unweit  vom
Kulturforum  stehen  einige  unverbundene  Solitäre,  die
zusammen das Deutsche Technik Museum formen. Das ist
bisher nur wenigen Touristen im Vorbeifahren auf der Ost-
West-Achse  in  Berlin  aufgefallen.  Daher  braucht  es  jetzt
eine  „instagram-able“,  gemeinsame  und  verbindende
Häuserfront, vielleicht so etwas wie die Pyramide (Pei-Bau)
mitten im Louvre.
D i e  E i n r e i c h u n g e n  z u m  a u s g e s c h r i e b e n e
Realisierungswettbewerb  (Link  zu  pdf-file)  mit  ziemlich
konkreten (technischen) Vorgaben können noch in 2023-12
in einer kleinen Ausstellung eingesehen werden. Das gab es
auch  vorher  schon  anlässlich  des  Wettbewerbs  für  die
Scheune. Wir hatten also keine großen Erwartungen, aber es
hätte doch dieses Mal anders kommen können.
Der Blick auf die Pläne, Modelle und beschreibenden Texte
hätte  durchaus  mit  etwas  Mut  der  Jury  anders  ausfallen
können.  So  werden  wir  wohl  mit  dem  1.  Preis  des
Realisierungsvorschlags  leben  lernen  müssen.  Mit  etwas
Abstand als virtueller Besucher im Modell kam mir direkt die
Assoziation ich stehe vor einer Mauer. Diese ist aber im 21.
Jahrhundert  aus  Holz  und  mit  Solarzellen  bestückt.  Die
„Deutschen Baumeister & Architekten“ erlauben auf ihrem

https://schoemann.org/tanz-in-berlin
https://www.dhm.de/lemo/biografie/ludwig-mies-van-der-rohe.html
https://schoemann.org/denkmal
https://schoemann.org/denkmal
https://schoemann.org/berlin-kulturforum
https://schoemann.org/bogenschutze
https://schoemann.org/bogenschutze
https://technikmuseum.berlin/
https://technikmuseum.berlin/assets/Technikmuseum/Download/Presse/Aktuelles/2023/technikmuseum-pm-architekturwettbewerb.pdf
https://www.dba-bau.com/news/wettbewerb-entschieden-eingangsgebaeude-des-deutschen-technikmuseums/


Blog eine Vogelperspektive auf den prämierten Vorschlag.
Die  Pressemeldung  der  www.bim-berlin.de  erläutert
umfänglicher  die  Ausschreibung  und  die  Begründung  der
Jury (Link).
Neben  den  3  Preisen  wurde  noch  2  Anerkennungen  mit
P r e i s g e l d  a u s g e s p r o c h e n .

D i e  N r .
1110  imaginierte  eine  naturbetonte  Umsetzung,  die  die
Technik  visuell  in  den  Hintergrund  verschiebt.  Sie  setzt
einen wichtigen Kontrapunkt zur Technikverliebtheit in den
Nachbargebäuden. Worum geht es bei der Technik? Richtig,
letztlich  um  den  Menschen  und  seine  Lebenswelten.
„Bionik“ beispielsweise ist Technik, die die Natur zu Rate
gezogen hat. Das ist in der Forschung und Entwicklung von
Technik  ein  riesengroßes  Thema.  Aber  wir  können  dafür
doch wieder ein eigenes Museum bauen. Bisweilen können
wir und alte Computer und Telefone im Technik Museum
ansehen. Klar Autos gibt es auch. Die Spannung Natur und
Technik wird uns sicherlich noch einige Generationen lang
beschäftigen.
(Image:  Auszug  aus  Unterlage  und  Würdigung  des
A n e r k e n n u n g s p r e i s e s  B I M ,  2 0 2 3 )

http://www.bim-berlin.de
https://www.bim-berlin.de/presse/pressemitteilungen/details/realisierungswettbewerb-fuer-das-neue-eingangsgebaeude-des-deutschen-technikmuseums-in-berlin-entschieden
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bionik




Nachhaltigkeitskonzept

Ein Nachhaltigkeitskonzept gehört zum Bauen mittlerweile
w i e  d a s  G e l b e  z u m  E i .  D i e  E i n r e i c h u n g e n  z u m
Realisierungswettbewerb  eines  Portals  für  das  Deutsche
Technik  Museum  Berl in  hatten  entsprechende
Anforderungen zu erfüllen. Für ein Technik Museum können
dazu die Anforderungen schon etwas höher sein und die oft
geforderte  „Technologieoffenheit“  oder  die  Diskussion
darüber zumindest andeuten. Der Anerkennungspreis ging
an ein Konsortium für die Einreichung 1110, die eine klare
Übersicht ihres Nachhaltigkeitskonzepts vorstellten (siehe
Auszug  Image  unten,  Foto  aus  der  Ausstellung  2023-12).
Nachwachsende  Baustoffe  gehören  zum  Repertoire.
Gleichzeitig  sollte  die  Erhaltung  oder  gar  Förderung  der
Biodiversität  Teil  der  nachhaltigen  Konzeption  sein.
Innerstädtisch ist die Rückumwandlung der Versiegelung der
Böden  eine  wichtige  gesundheitsfördernde  Bauweise.
Kühlung in den aufgeheizten Städten ist durch Grünflächen
und Beschattung zu erreichen. Tolle Architekten sind das,
die den Mut aufbringen den Stachel in die Wunde zu legen.
Die  Anwohnenden  und  Besuchenden  würden  es  den
Verantwortlichen  jahrzehntelang  danken.
Das  sind  längst  keine  abgefahrenen  grünen  Ideen  oder
Träumereien mehr. Paris hat es schon längst vor gemacht.
Ganz nah beim Eiffelturm ist das „Musée du Quai Branly –
Jacques  Chirac“  das  als  Neubau  mit  Garten  vom
konservativen  Präsidenten  Jacques  Chirac  eine  grüne
Naturoase mitten im Herzen Paris hat bauen lassen. Es ist
immer  noch  eine  Art  Geheimtipp  für  Pariser  in  den  zu
warmen Sommermonaten. Berlin könnte wie mit der vom
Pyramiden-Architekten  Pei  geplanten  Eingangshalle  vom
Deutschen  Historischen  Museum  mal  wieder  mit  einem
Nachhaltigkeitskonzept mit Paris gleichziehen. Gemeinsam

https://kirchbergerundwiegnerrohde.de/
https://schoemann.org/musee-quai-branly
https://schoemann.org/musee-quai-branly
https://www.quaibranly.fr/fr/les-espaces/le-jardin


können wir  auch nachhaltig.  Mit  der  vom Menschen und
seiner  Technik  verursachten  Erderwärmung  haben  die
nachfolgenden Generationen noch lange genug zu kämpfen.
Mehr Nachhaltigkeitskonzepte braucht die Technik. Das ist
die  wirkliche  Herausforderung  des  21.  Jahrhunderts.



Clearing Rubbish

Just next to the Circular Line “Ringbahn” and the Gasometer
in Berlin there is yet another huge area in preparation for
further  construction.  The  “Berlin  Südkreuz” train  station
connects by ICE directly to Leipzig, Nurnberg and Munich.
New company headquarters  have been built  in  the direct
neighbourhood and several housing blocks. Clearing more
areas that mainly stocked rubbish like broken cars over years
had to move out and thousands of people will be able to find
new homes soon.  Demand for  such projects  is  still  high,
although the financing with high interest rates has become a
challenge for private persons. Interesting building concepts
have been realized in the district of Berlin with some focus
on social and inclusive housing in a broad sense. A process of
gentrification is also observable, whereby the higher rent in
the district pushes out people and families that no longer
can afford the increases, most of them even above inflation
rates in the past few years.
The  urban  planning  advances  in  large  strides.  With  the
almost  finished  Gasometer  the  vision  from  the  visitors’
platform  on  the  top  will  soon  allow  to  observe  the  next
construction site.  Clearing rubbish is  already a  good step
ahead. Getting rid of the pollution and contaminated ground
will take some time as well.
In  the  East  of  Germany,  the  sun  rises  early  and  so  do
construction workers. We expect to continue to be early birds
in  this  area.  Maybe  we  can  have  a  few  additional  trees,
schools and a kindergarden as well for the newcomers. The
whole local infrastructure will be put to yet another test. You
have to like change and embrace the continuing challenge of
becoming more densely populated in Berlin. It is a social lab
right in our neighbourhood. The “Rote Insel” is clearing out
its rubbish, the number of buggies with babies is rising fast

https://schoemann.org/gentrification
https://schoemann.org/gentrification
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https://schoemann.org/trees
https://schoemann.org/architecture
https://schoemann.org/roteinsel
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n o w .



Infrastructure

For some societies and cities it is a continuous question of
how  much  resources  we  should  invest  in  infrastructure.
Access to funding is a major concern. The calculation of the
viability  of  the  project  needs  careful  examination  and
evaluation. Societies have very different kinds of preferences
and,  interestingly,  about  time  horizons  for  their
deliberations.

There are examples that have been built to last a century and
lasted 2000 years. Other worst scenario examples are built
for just one World Expo and torn down afterwards. The Eiffel
tower is such an example of the latter kind, but it  lasted
longer than 100 years by now. We should be thinking more
about time horizons as it remains an often overlooked part
of investment in infrastructure. The oldest city in Germany
has many buildings from the Roman occupation that still
characterize  the  city’s  architecture.  This  remains  an
important  economic  factor  for  the  city  of  Trier  as  an
attractive  location  for  tourists  throughout  the  year.  Only
wars  or  negligence  may  cause  severe  deterioration  if
infrastructure has been built with an emphasis on its lasting
value.  The narrow-minded investment  in  downhill  skiing
like in the Swiss Alps is at best expected to last 20 years. For
trees to grow there again it will take 50+ years. Sustainable
investment will be viable and vital in many respects. High
interest rates force us to recalibrate our societal and private s
again.  Taking  into  account  a  longer  time  frame  for
investment  we  indirectly  build  infrastructure  that  should
last  longer.  Moving  beyond  short-termism  is  necessary,
particularly in the field of investment in infrastructure.

https://schoemann.org/calendar-time
https://www.toureiffel.paris/en
https://www.toureiffel.paris/en
https://schoemann.org/geologie
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Gruber

Welche  Assoziationen  kommen  Ihnen  bei  dem  Namen
Gruber?  Das  deutschsprachige  Fernsehpublikum assoziiert
wahrscheinlich die Gruber Milch , die es gar nicht wirklich
gibt, oder den Arzt aus der Serie „Der Bergdoktor“ mit dem
Namen Gruber. Fiktive Personen, gespielt von noch realen
Schauspielern,  haben  einen  starken  Einfluss  auf  unser
Gedächtnis.

Wir erkennen zum Beispiel in der Weihnachtszeit nach den
ersten 4 Tönen einer Melodie sofort das Lied „Stille Nacht,
heilige Nacht“. Dennoch werden die Wenigsten die Person
nennen können, die diese weltbekannte Melodie komponiert
hat. Das ist überraschend. Es zeigt uns jedoch wie selektiv
unsere  Wahrnehmung  ist.  Das  melodische  Gedächtnis
erinnert  sich  sofort.  Das  Namengedächtnis  kann  da
scheinbar  bei  weitem nicht  mithalten.  Die  Auflösung des
Rätzels ist: Gruber, Franz Xaver. Der Liedtext stammt von
Joseph Mohr. Der österreichische Komponist hat einen Hit
gelandet, der selbst 200 Jahre nach der Komposition noch
Millionen  von  Menschen  bewegt  oder  oftmals  ungewollt
beim Shoppen begleitet.

https://de.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Xaver_Gruber_(Komponist)


Vereinfachende Transkription des Originals



Testing

In winter times we rely more frequently on test to find out
about sickness. Covid-19 testing has proven pretty effective
in this respect. Often it is preferable to test more persons
positive if at the risk of having many false positives. False
negative tests can have many fatal consequences. Hence we
have to weigh the risks of both kinds of false tests.  This
applies to many other diseases and diagnoses as well. There
is  no certainty  but  only  a  probability  of  each of  the test
results. The true result may deviate from the observed or
tested result. FF FT TF TT are the possible outcomes of (1) the
underlying  true  or  false  outcomes,  which  can  have  test
scores of true or false as well. Not much new here the rest is
statistics or probabilities to be more precise.

The overall outcome of testing or true sickness for some only
God may know. Cancellations of events may be the result of
one or the other reasoning.





Emergencification

Particularly around holiday seasons across the whole year we
observe the “emergencification” in modern societies. This
not so new trend consists in the strategy to artificially create
emergency situations in which it is considered reasonable to
ask for higher prices. It appears to be just another kind of a
“greedflation”, whereby extra profits can be reaped due to
shortages  of  food  or  particular  forms  of  energy.  Medical
services have also pushed for an emergencification of their
services due to ever longer waiting queues for appointments
and treatments. The strategy here is easily disclosed. (1) You
decline  any  appointment  earlier  for  inspection  of  cars,
heating systems, office equipment or medical check-ups and
sooner  or  later  a  “planned”  emergency  will  arise,  which
allows you to charge higher prices than the routine in time
appointment or treatment. This makes prevention of more
costly interventions far more difficult. In sum, the costs to
s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e  r i s e  b y  t h e  s i m p l e  w a y  o f
emergencification.
Even using a repair  platform, we did not receive a single
offer for a more lengthy and costly repair of my 10+ year old
car. Hence, we just wait for a breakdown with more serious
and costly consequences. Unfortunately, the same holds true
for many medical services. If you no longer manage to assure
a timely consultation you are more likely to go directly to the
emergency services of a hospital. This is then the costly, but
only  alternative  left  to  you.  In  the  artificially  created
emergency you have little room for negotiation and a choice
of different offers and conditions. It is a shift in negotiation
powers  to  the  service  provider.  The  emergencification
creates a price inflation of a specific kind. Worryingly, this
kind  of  inflation  is  well  beyond  the  normal  statistical
measurement of inflation national statistical offices observe.



In addition to the much debated “greedflation” we should
deal  with  the  emergencification  as  an  additional  price
mechanism. Just ask about examples among your friends or
in the neighourhood whether they have lived through an
example of emergencification. The stories are abundant and
full of surprises. The example I heard: “birth and death, both
come as a surprise or emergency, and yet we have the whole
life  to prepare the latter  one”.  Part  of  image taken from
“Loriot  “on  the  pleasures  of  driving  (2022.  Subtitle:”  I
suppose  the  screen  wipers  caused  the  trouble”.



Pathology

The definition of disease, illness or disability are a matter of
details  of  definitions.  Mostly it  is  left  entirely to medical
professionals to define the limits of what shall be considered
a disease or not. Pathology is the scientific discipline dealing
with this difficult  task. As in the scientific endeavor it  is
honorable to crown your research by finding or defining a
new disease not necessarily finding a treatment for it, we
have  learned  about  new  diseases  at  regular  intervals.
Attention deficit  syndrome also known as hyperactivity is
such an example. Many pupils have received treatments and
some made splendid progress in their education due to early
recognition of their condition as well as abilities. However,
some children have received treatment  with questionable
diagnostic evidence or just to be able to fit into our modern
ways of organizing our schools. We might frame this as a
process  of  “to  pathologise”  persons  or  whole  groups  in
society.

The American definition of what constitutes a higher than
normal blood pressure or colesterol deviates from the one
applied in many European countries so that sometimes the
double amount of people should receive medical attention
and treatment. From this it becomes more evident that even
within the field of pathology there is a societal dimension to
it.  The  “dry  january”  addresses  the  pathology  of  alcohol
addiction.  Smoking  falls  into  a  similar  category  but  no
smoke  free  month  has  been  suggested  yet.  While  it  has
become  normal  to  overuse  antibiotics  we  shouldn’t
reproduce the same mistakes with other medications. We
simply need a broader discourse about pathology and the
societal  origins  and  implications  of  it.  From  the  Roman
times we have amphitheaters and sacred buildings that we

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathology


value today. Few sanatoria have survived but a few Roman
baths as a preventative approach have survived in the British
city of Bath or in the German city of Trier, both quite far
from  Rome.  We  should  sometimes  think  more  carefully
before defining a disease. Not all are pathological. If it seems
difficult to stem against the trend of “pathologising”. The
ensuing overload of the medical system in consequence is a
serious  issue.  The  medical  system  will  degenerate  into  a
system to manage waiting queues with absurd, unequal and
unnecessary  adverse  outcomes.  Therefore,  sociologists
consider the pathologising of societies as just another kind
of pathology.



Trending

Some  cartoonists  or  scientists  have  a  special  capacity  to
sense and to explain upcoming trends. Put in a humoristic
form the audience you are likely to reach will by far exceed
the numbers you might reach otherwise. Loriot had a gift in
this respect which is much acclaimed in Germany. Taking
issue with the obsession of  driving a car  and all  sorts  of
topics related he foresaw the trend to massive expansion of
road traffic and what this trend, if extrapolated, will do to us.
Mankind will change, men will no longer be kind. We return
to  animal-like  behaviour  and  become  slaves  of  the  new
technologies  we  create.  Bad  weather  at  least  makes  us
r e t h i n k  o u r  m o b i l i t y  p a t t e r n s .



Stillness

“Stillness  is  the  key”.  This  is  the  title  of  the  American
bestselling book by Ryan Holiday (2019). The subtitle tells
more about the contents. “An ancient strategy for modern
life”.  Ancient  philosophers  and  authors  have  all  praised
stillness with multiple words. Today we consider people who
lived at these times to have an easy time to escape from
noisy  environments.  After  all  there  were  no  motorways,
railroads or other noisy forms of mass transport. However,
stillness is more than the absence of noise. Free yourself
from  external  disturbances  and  you  might  immediately
discover how difficult it is to not have lots of things passing
your  mind.  I  enjoyed  the  shortcut  phrase:  “stillness  is
brilliance”. Make stillness the prime time of your day and
you  will  see  how  it  helps  you  to  retreat  from  the
entertainment  overload of  our  everyday  life.  All  religions
believe and practice some form of silence as part of their
rituals. They all attempt to capture attention and attraction
through silent places or cathedrals only to fill  them with
impressive  sounds  as  soon  as  many  adherents  have
gathered.  Christmas  time is  a  rather  sad  example  of  the
noisy entertainment function taking over for weeks rather
than days. Singing loudly “silent night” is perhaps the most
demeaned form.
Take your time to go through the table of contents of the
book. Almost all chapters are kept to 6-8 pages before you
will  find  your  stillness  again.  Some  examples  of  chapter
titles will suffice to exemplify the road to take: “limit your
inputs”,  “slow  down,  think  deeply”,  “start  journaling”,
“cultivate  silence”,  “bathe in beauty”,  “say no”,  “take a
walk”, “build a routine”, “beware escapism”. These are just
a few and already too many of the imperatives presented in
the book. One for every coming year will do for deep thinking

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/591652/stillness-is-the-key-by-ryan-holiday/#
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https://schoemann.org/himalaya


as well.
(Image: what ever comes up when you close your eyes and
ears now)



Styles are a Changing

We all have our very own style. Even if you believe you have
no style, then this will be your style. Of course, styles are
changing  continuously  and  fast  fashion  tries  to  make  us
believe we even ought to change as frequently as possible.
Just find your style no matter of age and gender. Yes we can.
Young designers test new materials and cuts to make new
impressions. As science is progressing with new fibers that
imitate the apparently light fur of polar bears, new designs
will become feasible and enrich the list of potential fibers in
clothing. In addition to seamless 3D knitting the new fiber
allows to replace down with light fiber. Going out into the
cold will be fun again. Want more of this, visit Fashion in
Action!  (Image  from  empty  space  designers  webpage
2023-12-24  Berk  and  Julien).

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adj8013
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-04145-5?utm_source=Live+Audience&utm_campaign=3fb1c5122a-briefing-dy-20231222&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b27a691814-3fb1c5122a-52041272
https://www.oliver-charles.com/blogs/repeat/3d-knitting-guide-to-seamless-clothing
https://www.emptyspacetm.com/




Eco-trees

This time we thought to advance with our ecological version
of Christmas. We use LED lighting and instead of advocating
real horse riding we opted for the wooden replacement. We
reduced the size of the tree by 27.5% to further cut down on
the carbon footprint of  our event.  As we were all  feeling
pretty  confident  that  we  are  on  the  right  track  now,  we
learned from the media reports in Germany that the trees
usually  grown  specifically  for  Christmas  are  taking  away
precious land where otherwise food would be grown. Much
worse is the fact that pesticides are very often applied to
facilitate  the production of  trees.  (Link to  study and test
results).

We know that there is a problem in Germany to be frank
about environmental dangers of diesel and glyphosate, but
we did not want to believe that we inhale glyphosate in our
living rooms after the diesel disaster in cities. We thought
trees were synonymous for nature. Far off the truth. Better
check the ecological impact and risks incurred even for trees.
Trust and good faith seems to be utterly misplaced when it
comes to nature turned into a product.

https://www.bund.net/themen/aktuelles/detail-aktuelles/news/weihnachtsbaeume-ueber-zwei-drittel-mit-pestiziden-belastet/
https://www.bund.net/themen/aktuelles/detail-aktuelles/news/weihnachtsbaeume-ueber-zwei-drittel-mit-pestiziden-belastet/


2023 hazardous tree is



Communicate Broadly

Broadcasting before podcasting has been a kind of revolution
in  communication  technology.  The  potential  of  mass
communication  was  promising  at  the  beginning  with
cultural practices spreading to wider groups in society. Let us
take the example of the Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin
(RSB).  Suddenly  the  audiences  grew  enormously  and  it
became a public duty to allow the participation of the masses
in  so-called  high  art.  The  foundation  of  the  Rundfunk-
Sinfonieorchester Berlin had and has again such a mission.
In a memorable address to the foundation of the radio Albert
Einstein  gave  an  historic  address  (Link).  He  praised  the
scientific  method  of  discovery  and  the  engineering  skills
that  allowed the new technology to serve all  people.  The
fascists in Germany were early in abusing the technology to
manipulate society. Albert Einstein was well aware of this
danger to society. His speech is a historic testimony before
the waves of emigration began fleeing Nazi-Germany. The
best brains were the first  to sense the power of  the new
communication  technologies  to  influence  the  masses.
Broadcasting is around with us in even more invasive and
many praise themselves to be influencers.

https://www.rsb-online.de/100-jahre-jubilaeum/#open-Modal-63971


Albert Einstei 1923 Speech Radio Berlin



Helplessness

Learned helplessness is another which we have to be aware
of  as  social  scientists.  It  is  far  from  surprising  that  for
example  giving  birth  has  been  transferred  from  the
professional  care  and  exercise  of  midwives  to  medical
doctors  and  hospitals.  This  creates  a  kind  of  maximal
security  around  the  most  natural  of  events  that  of  child
birth.  Over  the  last  few  decades  we  have  witnessed  a
pathologising of  birth as  high risk event.  Additionally  an
emergencification  has  pushed  costs  upwards  for  social
security systems as well.  In numerous other domains like
breast  feeding  industrial  interests  have  pushed  for
replacement  solutions  which  are  worse  than  second  best
solutions.

In other domains like shopping we tend to believe that we
need a car to assist us in the endeavor. It is mostly a choice
of  the  least  effort  to  use  a  personally  owned  vehicle  to
replace  other  solutions  which  demand  more  effort  of
organization like car or bike sharing options. The frequent
result is “learned helplessness”. After years of getting used
to the debilitating ease of use of navigation systems in cars
and bikes we find it  hard to  put  effort  into a  little  self-
organization.  Learned  helplessness  will  be  a  substantial
burden on our health and social systems if we do not manage
to reverse this trend. At times of increased skill shortages we
shall no longer have the many helping hands needed to stem
the powerful trend of learned helplessness.

https://schoemann.org/pathology
https://schoemann.org/emergencification
http://www.apple.com/de/




Tobacco

The documentation on tobacco slaves has already been told
many times. It is astonishing that the medical journal The
Lancet just published another short article on the tobacco
industry and slave trade. In fact it is the enslaving practice of
only buying tobacco leaves from farmers who previously had
taken out a loan from the tobacco company. The control of
the  tobacco  supply  chain  creates  a  slavish  type  of
relationship  between  buyers  and  sellers.  The  dependency
created leaves most tobacco farmers with no choice but to
accept the conditions of the big multinational companies.

Taking the issue of slavery even further we might go as far as
condemning the advertisement of tobacco and smoking in
the neighborhood of schools as an attempt to enrol tobacco
slaves. Only few young people manage to give up tobacco
smoking  later  on  with  already  acquired  serious  health
conditions. Helping to break the vicious circle of dependency
as  a  form  of  slavery  to  a  drug  is  hard  to  accomplish.
Specialized  medical  centers  are  rare  and  expensive.
Pathologising  smoking  would  be  worthwhile  rather  than
other  diagnoses  where  easy  to  perform  physical  exercise
could do a lot for prevention. Helping people to quit smoking
or never start with it would be such a big step ahead.

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(23)00474-5/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_aip_email
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(23)00474-5/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_aip_email
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(23)00474-5/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_aip_email
https://schoemann.org/energy-food
https://schoemann.org/helplessness
https://schoemann.org/pathology
https://schoemann.org/walk-after-work


Peter Laszlo Péri 1960 Help your neighbour



POSSE

for a German speaking audience POSSE stands for a farsical
popular  drama of  the  18th and 19th centuries.  Nowadays
POSSE  has  particularly  in  the  English  speaking  world  a
completely different meaning. POSSE is short for Publish on
your Own Site, Syndicate Everywhere. In other words publish
your own creative work, text, tech or melody on your own
website  first  before  spreading  the  content  on  other
platforms. By this strategy you make sure your content stays
your content even if a platform like eXitTwitter disappears or
the hype has passed like with facebook. And if at any point in
time you decide the whole internet is a farce, you will be able
to edit  the content from your own webpage as a book or
audio version as an edited volume. Do not make yourself a
modern  slave  of  tobacco,  drugs,  alcohol  or  platforms  for
whom you create (mostly unpaid) content they use to sell
advertisements with huge untaxed profits. With POSSE you
can make an end to this farce. We still rely on search engines
like  QWANT,  Ecosia,  duckduckgo  or  Mozilla’s  Firefox,  to
name  a  few  less  well  known  web  searching  tools.  They
ensure  that  other  people  find  your  webpage  beyond  the
elephant in the room called Google.

Examples of search engines of the internet

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posse_mit_Gesang
https://www.theverge.com/2023/10/23/23928550/posse-posting-activitypub-standard-twitter-tumblr-mastodon
https://schoemann.org/twitter-retreat


Berlin Moscow

Some  historians  have  a  hard  time  to  sort  long-term
relationships between countries into adequate periods. The
ups and downs between Berlin and Moscow are a peculiar
example of this. The artist Peter Laszlo Péri expressed this
unease  in  a  poster  where  both  cities  stand  for  the
dictatorships presumably in the name of the working class.
This alliance between Berlin and Moscow, Hitler and Stalin
led to occupations of several neighboring countries and war
in  the  following  years.  With  an  uncritical  stance  after
German  unification  the  Berlin  Moscow  link  has  again
facilitated the land grab of Russia with Ukrainian territory.
Buying complacency of Berlin in return for cheap oil and gas
from Moscow has ended for most European countries now.
Great to see Europe united with few minor exceptions and
that alliances with other European cities reveal strong and
p o w e r f u l  i n  h o p e  o f  a  m o r e  p e a c e f u l  E u r o p e .

https://kunsthaus-dahlem.de/ausstellung/peter-laszlo-peri/
https://schoemann.org/the-world-according-to-putin
https://schoemann.org/hommage-ukraine
https://imagine4d.de/fr/schuman



